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Flotilla Commander Report
Let’s Keep Moving Forward

Alan Moose FC

Wow, we’re into the 4th quarter of the year already! Seems like it was a short summer

and I am definitely not yet ready for winter. Once again Gil has reminded me it’s time to
write an article for “Bridge Chatter” and once again, just in the nick of time, we were

sent something I think is important to write about. This time it was from Fifth District
Northern Region Executive Committee concerning realignment of some flotillas (not

Flotilla 85) in our District. You all received a copy of the letter, but it was lengthy and I

suspect many didn’t read most of it. There were, however, several paragraphs we should
take note of:

“As an organization, we need to plan for the near and long-term futures. To have any

hope of surviving and flourishing we need to get very clear with our problems, our limi-

tations, our missions, our opportunities and our goals. We need strong units to provide

environments for our members to succeed. We need to have enough critical mass to not
only sustain our membership but to attract new and vibrant, contributing members.

Let’s be honest, many of our units are barely hanging on, with many of our best mem-

bers being asked to do more and more with less and less. Burnout is a constant threat

and absentee appointed officers and “no reports” are all too common. Meetings, in many

cases, have become more like private gripe clubs, hardly the environment in which a potential member would want to consider investing their time.”

“There is a dramatic dividing line between growing, successful units and tired, dying

units. Our members are great people. We know that you are among the very best and
most dedicated volunteers in the world. But none of us can do it alone. Once the tide
turns to ebb in a unit, it is very difficult to get it turned back.”

Our flotilla is one of the “strong” and not one of the “barely hanging on” units. We are

an average size unit and consistently put up above average hours. But let’s face it, we

have 42 members and rarely do we get more than 20 in attendance at meetings and the
lion’s share of our impressive number of hours are put in by one third of our members.
Everyone’s situation is different and family and a job come before the flotilla. I’m re-

tired, and certainly I could never have put in the hours I currently do when I was working. My sincere compliments to those who are working full time and still put in

considerable hours!!! The point here is that to remain a strong and viable flotilla we

need participation and to keep growing our membership. Participate as much as you

can, even if it’s only to come to the meeting once a month or put in an hour at a local

marina doing VE’s on a summer Saturday or an hour here or there at a boating safety
class. Better yet, talk to a friend or neighbor about the Auxiliary and bring them to a

meeting. We have a fantastic flotilla. Let’s keep it moving forward. SEMPER PARATUS!

Flotilla 85 Staff Officers - 2014

CS - Communication Services Marie Librizzi oldmainart@aol.com

CM - Communications Stan Friedman
FN - Finance - George Ciechanowski

HR - Human Resourses Marie Librizzi

friedmanss@msn.com

gciec@comcast.net

oldmainart@aol.com

IS - Information Services Stan Friedman friedmanss@msn.com
MA - Materials Jean Stretch 609-266-0894
MT - Member Training Chris Gleason
MS - Marine Safety Jack Kelly

cmgleason@aol.com

allied1@voicenet.com

NS - Aids to Navagation Glen Westervelt

OPS - Operations Daniel McFadden dan2brig@comcat.net
PA- Public Affairs Alan Moose

travler9@comcast.net

PE - Public Education Calvin Bartechko

PV- Program Visitor Tom Nyman

cglo@comcast.net

tommyman@aol.com

SR - Secretary Jeannne DeCecco Jeanne.dicecco@atlanticare.org

VE - Vessel Examiner

PB - Publications

Mike Fitzpatrick

Gil Finkelstein

mikefitz239@comcast.net

gilfink@comcast.net

Flotilla Vice Commander Report

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone for all the time, dedication, and efforts
they have put into our flotilla and assisting the Coast Guard in making this another
successful boating season.

Thank you to our PE team led by Calvin Bartechko and his teaching staff of the following people: ,
Jack Kelly, Stan Friedman, Dan McFadden, Cris Gleason, and Gil Finkelstein. Their support

staff, Alan Moose, Glenn Westervelt, Tom Nyman, and Kathleen Beagle. They have been hard at
work since early spring educating the public by holding Safe Boating classes since early spring.

I want to thank Marie Librizzi for keeping our web site up and current with information
about PE classes and boating safety articles.

Our boat crews logged 397 hours underway on missions including but not restricted

to, regular patrols and training, the AC Air Show, beach concerts, power boat races, firework patrols, canoe, kayak and paddle board races. More hours would have been attainable if not for some foul weather limiting our availability. Circumstances beyond our
control… Mother Nature!

Our vessel examiners, marine safety and environmental officers reached out

to the public to help bring awareness to the boating community that we are

there to aide and assist them in having a safe and enjoyable season on the water.

A big thank you and “Bravo Zulu” to Jim Mackey for getting the word out on the Bob

Burns radio show as to the Auxiliary and its many jobs, responsibilities and programs.
To our new members, I would like to stress getting involved in any way possible and as
soon as possible. Make training and qualifications a priority, get on line and take a
course!

Fred and Mike, they love you guys at the station, your generosity of time and elbow

grease is greatly appreciated. The crew has gotten to spend more hours training for
emergencies and getting their qualifications done because of you!

Let’s start to think ahead to next year. If you have any new ideas or suggestions,

please feel free to share them with Alan or myself or the staff officer in charge.

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone for all the time, dedication, and efforts

they have put into our flotilla and assisting the Coast Guard in making this another successful boating season.

Search for Missing Boat er

By
Robert Babezki, DSO-PA, D5NR

On Sunday evening, July 20, 2014 local Authorities in Longport, Atlantic County, NJ reported that

a boating accident had taken place near the Longport Jetty. A pontoon boat, with two men aboard,
hit navigation Buoy #2, which marks the south entrance to the channel behind Longport, at

approximately 11:30 PM. Both men were thrown into the water. The boat then hit a rock jetty
at the south end of Longport. One of the occupants of the boat was able to be assisted to
shore by local fishermen.

At 8:00 AM the next morning, Coast Guard Station Atlantic City requested the assistance of local
Coast Guard Auxiliary units to aid in the search for the lost boater from the previous evening’s

accident. Within 30 minutes, the Auxiliary was able to identify two Auxiliary facilities that would
be available to the Coast Guard and NJ Marine Police to assist with the search for the missing
boater. The two Auxiliary facilities were dispatched as of 08:30 that morning.

One facility, owned by Art Zack (Flotilla 81), was docked only a few hundred yards from the scene
of the accident and was called first. Stan Friedman (Flotilla 85) was the Coxswain. The second
facility, owned by Calvin Bartechko (Flotilla 85), with Cris Gleason (Flotilla 85) as Coxswain,

came down from the Ventnor area. Both facilities joined two NJ Marine Police boats and two

Coast Guard boats that were already on the scene. Both Auxiliary facilities were given orders to

run search patterns in different locations. Art Zack’s facility searched the shore lines on both sides
of the ICW between the Great Egg Inlet and the Margate Bridge, giving special attention to all the
little coves and streams that empty into the ICW. Calvin Bartechko’s facility searched behind
Ocean City.

Because of the low tide, Zack’s facility was forced to maintain a safe distance from the shore, but

all of the shore line, including the areas under docks and houses that project over the water,

were examined with binoculars. After three hours of multiple parallel passes along the shore in

the assigned area, orders were received to do it again. After three more hours of negative results,

the Auxiliary facilities were relieved of duty.

The operator of the pontoon boat been identified by the local authorities as a 45 year old male

with extensive experience in off-shore power boat racing, was an owner of a local marina and

should have been very familiar with the local waters. The rescued passenger has not been identified
by authorities. The driver of the boat has not yet been found.

Channel 40 Visits Fl 85 Boating Class

They all had their own reasons for coming Saturday morning.
"I have a jet ski and a boat and I would like to drive them by myself,” said future boater
Skylir Dugan.
"I'm a Brigantine lifeguard and I'm here so I can better suit the community and help them using a
jet ski for water safety rescues,” said Steve Schreiber.
"I wanted to be safe on the water,” said Lora Constantine, who says she sends a lot of time on the
water.
At the end of the day they left qualified to operate a boat in New Jersey.
"A lot of people get in a boat and just go. This shows them how to go properly,” said Calvin
Bartechko, Public Education Officer for Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 85, who hosted the event.
“I thought the most important was about the buoys, traffic laws. I didn't know any of that before I
came here,” said Thomas Dovell, who is taking the course so he can jet ski with his friends.
"I didn't know there were so many different buoys. So now I'm just trying to memorize all the different signs and all so I know what to do,” said Constantine.
Saturday’s class of 34 was the largest Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 85 has seen this Summer,
with participants ages 13 and up.
"Eight hours is a long day, especially if you turn that camera around and look outside. It's sunny
out and I should be on a beach right now but here I am,” said Schreiber.

Stan Friedman..Rules of the Road

Dan McFadden Operating your Boat

Full house classroom

Gil Finkelstein Legal Aspects

USCG National Defence

A decade ago, the Coast Guard had a vision for its fleets of national security and offshore

patrol cutters: Vertical-takeoff-and-landing unmanned aerial vehicles would greatly expand the

number of square miles the service could conduct searches beyond a ship's line of sight, while
improving the loiter time by orders of magnitude over manned helicopters.

Once a key part of the now defunct Deepwater Integrated Systems, the VTOL unmanned air-

craft called EagleEye was initially going to look a lot like a miniature V-22 Osprey,
which features tilt-rotors. Hangar space on the national security cutters could
have accommodated up to two of them.

Once that effort came to a halt for cost and technical reasons, the Coast Guard put that plan on

ice. It kept tabs on the Navy's Fire Scout, another helicopter drone, but didn't have any funds to
pursue its own program.

Editors message:
After 20 years of producing and editing newsletters, Bridge Chatter, for
our flotilla, Division 8 Mariner for Division 8 and contributinor to the Navigator, I feel it’s time to
sit down in my rocking chair and relax, smile and reflect on a lot of great years doing what I liked
most...Boating, sailing, and writing. I have decided that after our Change of Watch in December
I will retire. It’s been a great ride.
I had a 40 foot Cape Dory (Euphoria) sailboat in the 80's and 90's and sailed an area
from Virginia to Nantucket. In year 2000 I traded the sailboat for a 33 ft Cape Dory Flybridge cruiser 'Misty Blue” which was a great training platform for both the Auxiliary and Coast
Guard. In 2005 I had a 26 Boston Whaler which was a super boat for patrols. We had several
SAR cases and one of which we (crew) were nominated for the National AFRAS Silver Lifesaving
award. So many good memories!
Gil Finkelstein FSO-PB

Division 053-08 (5NR)
Access to TRACEN Cape May Policy

Over the last several months there have been incidents at TRACEN Cape May that have cast a

bad light on the members of Division 8. As a result it has necessitated the need to develop a procedure to prevent these incidents from happening in the future. The problem is being created by

dues paying members who do not contribute in a meaningful way to the either the Coast Guard or
the Auxiliary.

After many discussions with the XO at TRACEN and DIRAUX it is felt that base privileges are just
that, a privilege and not a right. It was mutually agreed that the best way to prevent similar incidents is to limit access to TRACEN to those members of Division 8 who have contributed in a

meaningful way to the core mission of the Coast Guard as well as contributing in a meaningful

way to the Auxiliary. As a result the following procedure has been developed and applies only to
Division 8 members.

A meaningful contribution will mean that a member has 25 hours a year of involvement in Auxiliary
activities. Meeting attendance can be used as part of the 25 hours. Members who are unable to

meet these guidelines because of illness, restricted mobility, etc. will be exempt upon approval of
the senior leadership of their Flotilla.

Members who have a valid Auxiliary ID Card and approval from their Flotilla Commander will be

allowed access to TRACEN or MWR facilities. A list of Division Members who will not be permitted
access will be provided to base security and will be periodically updated to make any appropriate
changes.

Members will no longer be able to sponsor a spouse or friend for access to TRACEN or MWR facilities. This is being done to tighten security. At some point this may change.

Members in AP Status will be able to go to TRACEN with an Auxiliarist who has a valid Auxiliary

ID Card. Members in AP Status must provide a letter to Security at the Main Gate from DIRAUX
or their Flotilla Commander indicating they have attained AP Status at which time they will be issued a temporary pass. The purpose of this pass will be for Lucky Bag and Exchange access

only.

For “Special Occasions” at TRACEN a master list will be generated indicating those who will be
able to attend the event. This list will include spouses and other guest as appropriate.

New members will have one year from the date they attain AP status to accumulate their 25 hours

and to become qualified for base privileges. If they fail to accomplish this their privileges will be revoked. For those currently in AP status they will have one year from the date of the implementa-

tion of this procedure.

This procedure in no way has any effect on an Auxiliarist membership status, only their ability to

have access to TRACEN and MWR facilities. It should be understood that this is a work in
progress and will be modified as necessary.

Man Going to Prison for False Mayday Call

An Atlantic Beach NC man was sentenced to 18 months in federal prison and ordered to pay

more than $288,000 in restitution for making false mayday calls to the U.S. Coast Guard last fall.
Homer Lewis Blackburn, 27, pleaded guilty May 2 to making false distress calls and was sentenced in federal court in Raleighon Monday.

Prosecutors say Blackburn used a citizens band radio to make the mayday call from the balcony
of his apartment in Atlantic Beach. He reported that his boat's motor had failed and that he was
pinned against a rock jetty not far from shore near Cape Lookout.

"Mayday, mayday, she's going down ... she's going to go underwater in a second, and I'm going

to the beach," Blackburn said as his 22-foot Bayliner supposedly sank into a choppy ocean on
Oct. 8. A recording of the call was made public last fall.

In response to the plea for help, the Coast Guard, the Marine Corps, the National Parks Service
and a local salvage company scrambled boats and helicopters to look for Blackburn, while he

watched safely from his balcony. The Coast Guard eventually determined that the calls were a

hoax, but not before the various agencies had spent $288,391 on the rescue mission, according
to the U.S. Attorney's Office.

An unnamed witness told Coast Guard investigators that she'd overheard Blackburn calling "may-

day" from the CB radio on his balcony, while another witness reported hearing him bragging about
the calls, which he reportedly found funny, according to prosecutors.

CAPE MAY, N.J. — The Coast Guard helped save the life of a choking victim
A crew member aboard the Cape May-based 65-foot yacht Canyon Lady hailed for help when
a 61-year-old woman aboard choked on her lunch. A 45-foot Response Boat − Medium crew from
Coast Guard Station Cape May met the Canyon Lady on the inbound side of the jetties where a
Coast Guard EMT went aboard the yacht to render assistance.
Once we were on board, I established who the victim was and found the 61-year-old female laying
in the recovery position,” said Chief Petty Officer Richard Fisher, an EMT and the engineering
petty officer at Station Cape May. “I administered 15 liters high-flow oxygen because she was still
a little blue. Once we did that she was able to come around a little better, we were able to sit her
up and she began talking.”
Fisher made the determination to treat her aboard the Canyon Lady rather than transfer her to
the Coast Guard boat, based on ease of access. The determination was made to have the
Canyon Lady moor at Station Cape May in case further medical care was needed.
Station Cape May operates the Coast Guard's newest small boat that boasts an improved

design, new ergonomics, and enhanced safety features, making boat crews more effective in performing

their multiple missions. The RB-M is part of the Coast Guard’s plan to standardize and revitalize its shorebased boat fleet.

Memeber Activities

A 1951 Bell 47 helicopter flown by Jack Kelly Flotilla 85 doing a flyover at the
“Thunder Over the Boardwalk” air show on Aug. 13.

Glen Westervelt still looking good in his “old” CG uniform
He wore this to march in the veterans parade!

Coast Guard, partner agencies, rescue 6 from boat sinking off Sea Grit, NJ
POINT PLEASANT BEACH, N.J. — The Coast Guard, along with the Coast Guard Auxiliary

and the New Jersey State Police Marine Division, rescued six boaters Sunday after their 25foot pleasure craft started to sink one mile offshore from Sea Grit, New Jersey.

A person aboard the sinking boat contacted watchstanders at Coast Guard Station Manasquan
Inlet using a VHF marine radio at about 9:15 a.m. and reported water was quickly filling their

boat. The person also reported they fired a distress flare to help responders locate their position.

A 47-foot Motor Life Boat crew and a 25-foot Response Boat – Small crew from Coast Guard
Station Manasquan Inlet responded to the distress. Additionally, a marine unit from the New

Jersey State Police and a Coast Guard Auxiliary boat crew also deployed to help rescue the
people.

Once on scene, responders witnessed six people standing in about two feet of water in the

sinking boat. Members of the New Jersey State Police Unit rescued five of the people and the
Coast Guard Auxiliary boat crew rescued one person from the boat. The five survivors aboard

the state police boat were later transferred to the Coast Guard Auxiliary boat, and all of the survivors were taken to Deep Creek Marina in Brielle, New Jersey.

The Coast Guard boat crews dewatered the boat and the MLB crew towed the boat to Deep
Creek Marina.

“The flare they fired and the information the people provided over the radio greatly increased
the response time, ultimately resulting in the rescue of six lives and saving the vessel,” said

Petty Officer 2nd Class Matt Morin, the officer of the day at Coast Guard Station Manasquan
Inlet. “The Coast Guard urges mariners to have their vessels inspected to ensure the proper

safety equipment is on board. In a time of distress, having a marine radio, flares and lifejackets
greatly increases your chance of being rescued, as it did in this case.”

“It was through the collaborative efforts of the Coast Guard, Coast Guard Auxiliary and the New

Jersey State Police Marine division, all six people aboard the sinking boat were rescued without
injury,” said Morin.

Surronded by Porpoises

We had some visitors come to visit while awaiting the helo to arrive, we found ourselves surrounded by a super pod of dolphin. Literally hundreds all around us, at
least a mile long
Eileen Harrigan VFC

Glen Westervelt working “topside” on Helo ops 27

Coast Guard conducts training off Brigantine, NJ, in preparation
for cold weather

Crew members from Coast Guard Air Station Atlantic City, N.J., walk out of the ocean after
training offshore Brigantine Beach, Sept. 17, 2014. The cold-weather training included
swimming more than 100 yards offshore and back to ensure each member’s gear was in
good working condition.

Crew members from Coast Guard Air Station Atlantic City, N.J., participate in training on
Brigantine Beach, Sept. 17, 2014. The cold-weather training included swimming more
than 100 yards offshore and back to ensure their gear was in good working condition.
(U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Cynthia Oldham)

Coast Guard Training Center remembers 72nd
anniversary of Douglas Munro's Death.

A display containing Petty Officer First Class Douglas Munro's
Medal of Honor and accompanying citation hangs in Munro Hall
at the U.S. Coast Guard Training Center in Cape May, N.J.,
Sept. 26, 2014. Munro is the only Coast Guard Medal of Honor
recepient in the service's 224 year history for his heroic actions
at Point Cruz, Gualdalcanal where he sacraficed his life to save
the lives of 500 Marines, Sept. 27, 1942. (U.S. Coast Guard
photo by Chief Warrant Officer John Edwards)

CAPE MAY, N.J. – Coast Guardsmen and recruits gathered to
remember the sacrifice of the Coast Guard’s only Medal of
Honor recipient aboard Training Center Cape May, Saturday,
Sept. 27.

The crew of Training Center Cape May gathered at a statue erected in Douglas Munro’s honor to
mark the 72nd anniversary of the Coast Guardsman’s death during World War II. Munro was
killed at Point Cruz, Guadalcanal, attempting to rescue 500 beleaguered Marines who had come
under heavy enemy fire Sept. 27, 1942.

Munro led a group of five Higgins boats ashore to evacuate the Marines, and placed his vessel
between the enemy and the other rescue boats in order to cover the evacuating troops. Munro’s
actions drew enemy fire away from the Marines, but Munro was shot and killed during the rescue
attempt.
As Munro lay on the deck of the bullet riddled Higgins boat, he uttered his last words to a
wounded shipmate, “did they all get off?”

"Munro exemplifies the core values we instill in our recruits here,” said Capt. Todd Prestidge, the
commanding officer of Coast Guard Training Center Cape May. “Taking a moment to remember
the importance of this day serves to reaffirm our dedication to one another, our commitment to
the mission and to recognize our members who regularly place service above self everyday in
service to this great nation."

The ceremony included the observation of morning colors, the laying of three wreaths at the foot
of the Douglas Munro statue by a Coast Guard recruit, a member of the Coast Guard Combat
Veterans Association and by a member of the Marine Corps League Dramis Detachment, as well
as the playing of Taps, a speech by the commanding officer and a benediction offered by the
Training Center's Chaplain.

