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Stan Friedman receiving the "Auxiliarist of the Year" with his
wife Charlotte, presented by Cris Gleason, Flotilla Commander.

Flotilla Commander Report

March is now here and the ground hog did not see its shadow. Therefore crew season and our
Public Education classes are just around the corner. Of course you would not think that if you
were living thru the Nor Easter’s of recent days. Personally I think this a bit like the movie “Ground
Hog Day” with Bill Murray. Every time I get some property repairs done, I get to do them again and
again and…. Well you get the picture. It’s a bit like preparing for the start of a new Flotilla season
but this year with a twist. No more same ole same ole. We have a plan in place to upscale all of
Flotilla 85’s activities starting with Marine Safety.
This Morning I met with Jack Kelly FSO-MS who tells me he is well on his way to getting several
new members marine safety qualified. This is good as our stakeholders the US Coast Guard and
are members have formed a symbiotic relationship whereby we can really provide and augment
the mission of marine safety with new assets like trained and ready members. The simple fact is
that the Coast Guard cannot on its own do these inspections of commercial fishing/charter boats.
At the same time we have new members joining and this is an excellent opportunity for them to
learn more about how the auxiliary operates. The Coast Guard is putting a great deal of emphasis
on this program (read $’s) so it is a high visibility project. It is similar to the Public Education of by
gone years but not to be outdone Alan Moose and his team are ready and prepped for an increase
in enrollments and efforts to facilitate best practices thru Flotilla. This is not another same ole
same ole and we are adding new instructors. We have also stepped up the crew training program
with hosting for Division 8 its crew program. That helps our flotilla with training opportunities not
requiring unifors for the newest members. It’s always an issue in getting new members from initial
interest to actual participation. A new program will be the mentor program announced as part of
85’s 2013 goals. There is still room for any senior member to raise their hand to be paired with a
new member. Let Alan or me know. I can’t think of a more critical role to help out our flotilla than
the mentor program. Finally we intend to have an increased effort to raise the bar on fellowship.
Loosely defined fellowship is the glue that holds us all together and we will start shortly with some
great opportunities to just HAVE FUN. Same ole same ole ground hog day again-no way Stay
tuned!
Cris Gleaon FC 85

VFC Report
Wow, where has the winter gone! Personally, I’ll be glad when spring brings us some warmer
weather. I’ll try to bring you up to date with what has been going on in my areas of responsibility
(AOR’s). In the Public Affairs (PA) area, we’ve gotten off to a good start this year. I hope you’ve noticed the Flotilla 85 articles in the Brigantine Times. Four have already been published and they do
bring results. Emmett Turner is the editor of the Times. If you know him and see him around town,
be sure to thank him for his help. Our recruiting and About Boating Safely programs would not be
nearly as successful without our articles in the Times.
Speaking of the About Boating Safely classes and Public Education (PE), I’ve been doing a lot of
work to get ready for this year’s classes which are scheduled as follows: April 13, May 11, June 8,
July 13 and August 10, all Saturdays. Instructors, if you haven’t already, please mark your calendars. We can’t do these classes without you. Where else can you put in a whole day’s labor for
free and get a piece of pizza as your reward??? I would also appreciate help from several additional people for an hour or two during the lunch period to help serve and also to help promote
Flotilla 85 to new prospective members.
Jeanne Stretch has ordered and received enough books to see us through the first two classes.
You may have seen some of the class flyers around town. I put a flyer at each of the Wawa’s, with
the managers permission, but I notice they have been taken down. Guess I should stay clear of
the Wawa’s for a while! It’s a shame, because we got some of our best response from the Wawa
flyers. To make up for the loss, I’d appreciate your help in advertising our classes. I’ll bring flyers to
the next meeting. If each of you would post just one flyer in a prominent location it would be a
huge help. Flyers in 32 additional locations, WOW! It’s a numbers game and that would sure help
put the odds in our favor!
Also on the PA front, Dan Clayton, our newest member, needs our help. His daughter is a student
at the Coast Guard Academy and Dan is the representative for the Delaware Valley Parents Association. On June 8 they are having a welcome aboard picnic at Air Station Atlantic City for this
area’s newly appointed cadets Class of 2017. He needs 2 or 3 members to escort the attendees
from the FAA Welcome Center to the Air Station, a distance of a mile or so. It’s an easy assignment and you get a chance to visit the Air Station and Dan has even promised lunch to the lucky
volunteers. And who said there’s no free lunch! Unfortunately this is event is scheduled for the
same day as one of our PE classes, so we need several “non-instructors” to volunteer a few hours
of their time. More about this later, but please mark your calendar and show our newest member
your support.
Another item that I’m excited about is our new page on the BrgantineNow.com website. Check out
our page by clicking on the “Brigantine Info” tab at the top of the page. The webmaster, Mel Taylor
has created a page for us and it is really sweet! Thanks to Jeanne Dicecco for getting the ball
rolling on this. This is still a work in progress, so keep looking for changes and updates. Our boating safety class schedule is also listed in the calendar section. The website has already brought us
one prospective new member.

Flotilla 85 Staff Officers - 2013

VFC (Chief of Staff)

Alan Moose

travler9@comcast.net

CS - Communication Services Marie Librizzi oldmainart@aol.com
CM - Communications Stan Friedman
FN - Finance - George Ciechanowski

friedmanss@msn.com
gciec@comcast.net

HR - Human Resourses Marie Librizzi

oldmainart@aol.com

IS - Information Services Stan Friedman friedmanss@msn.com
MA - Materials Jean Stretch 609-266-0894
MT - Member Training David Cherry
MS

Marine Safety Jack Kelly

NS - Navigation Systems
OPS - Operations

cherrydt@hotmail.com,

allied1@voicenet.com

Marc Needleman needlemanproductions@yahoo.com

Gil Finkelstein 609 513-1183 gilfink@comcast.net

PA- Public Affairs Alan Moose

travlers9@comcast.net

PE - Public Education Alan Moose

travlers9@comcast.net

PV- Program Visitor Tom Nyman

tommyman@aol.com

SR - Secretary Jeannne DeCecco

JeanneDiCecc0@atlanticcare.com

VE - Vessel Examiner
PB - Publications

Mike Fitzpatrick
Gil Finkelstein

mikefitz239@comcast.net
gilfink@comcast.net

When is it time to ”pull in your oars” and slow down.

This is a difficult article to write as it makes me admit that I’m getting old. I’ve been in the Auxiliary for almost
20 years and I’ve been active in most areas of the Auxiliary. I’ve been an active boater for most of my adult life.
I had a 40 foot Cape Dory (Euphoria) sailboat in the 80’s/90’s and sailed an area from Virginia to Nantucket
almost every summer through the 90’s and 2000 I usually had at least a hundred hours every year in Operations.
In 2000 I had a 33 ft Cape Dory Flybridge cruiser “Misty Blue” which was a great training platform for the Auxiliary
and the Coast Guard at Station Atlantic City. As a coxswain I was always aware of my crews capabilities. Older
crew members were never put in a situation where they could potentially get hurt. This
situation was reinforced many years ago when I was crew on a patrol on a 23’ center
consul facility. The coxswain was a “cowboy” who only knew open throttle. While on
an outside run from Absecon Inlet to Great Egg we hit some choppy water and the
vessel was pounding and the crew holding on tight. As a result of this action one of our
crew who was around 80 years old suffered spinal problems and pain for many months.
I learned a lesson from that day and was more aware of crew capabilities. I promised
myself that when I no longer felt 100 percent competent as a coxswain I would notify the
SO-OP and step down. It’s a difficult decision just as it is to tell a parent that they
should no longer drive the car. Everyone ages differently both mentally and physically.
I can only speak for myself. I’m now in my late 70’s and I find that my mind is clear,
except my short term memory has gone astray at times. I lose concentration and can no
longer multitask. My hearing in one ear has deminished and when there is background
noise I can not hear conversations. It’s tough getting old. In my 40 years of boating I
never got seasick, now I have to take motion sickness pills before I go outside in the
ocean. I guess my equilibrium is affected. I do know that when I get off a boat to the
dock I now need to stop a second to gain my balance. Physically I feel that I’m 20 years
younger, but that can be a danger. One major problem that has developed due to many
years in the sun and on the boat is skin cancer. It catches up with you as you age.
In the past several years I’ve had a basal cell carcinoma, a squamous cell carcinoma
and dozens of small pre-cancerous lesions called Actinic Keratosis all due to sun exposure.
Fortunately all have been treated successfully by my dermatologist.
The Coast Guard does not place age restrictions on the Auxiliary nor do I believe that
they should. Coxswains should not take on crew that are not capable of doing their
assigned jobs. In past years I know patrols have gone out with crew that needed
cane to walk. If an individual auxiliarist who is still crew or coxswain qualified and
wants to do patrols then it’s up to the coxswain to evaluate the request and if he or
she feels that the individual would be at risk then notify the SO-OP and or the Division
QE of your concerns. The safety of our members is top priority and the fact that the
individual is a “good ole Boy” or a long time member should have no bearing.
I recently gave up my position on the Helo Ops program so that some younger
member could take my place. It was not an easy decision to make. I also notified our
SO-OP that I no longer felt comfortable as coxswain and requested that I will be
listed as crew. It’s time to move on. There is a multitude of activities in the Auxiliary
for me to keep active. Semper Paratus
Gil Finkelstein PDCP Div 8

Flotilla 85 Operations

Gil Finkelstein FSO- OP

Our flotilla has always had an active boating operations program.
The Helo Ops program gets an early start in the spring and I understand there may be some openings for crew & coxswains. Contact
Walter Alsegg SO-OP for information.
Congress has been dragging their feet on the budget and it’s
possible that our activities on the watter may be some what limited
this summer due to Coast Guard budget cuts. Stay tuned!
When under orders this summer I would like to have every coxswain have a training plan to use
when underway. There are so many areas that we need to keep practicing to become proficient.
Every patrol should have a training session.

❆ Coxswains & crew need to be proficient using their GPS
❆ Coxswains & crew should be able to throw a heaving line or throw accurately at least 25 feet.
(use a no wake bouy as a target)

❆ Crew should be able to communicate via VHF radio. and be able to
use the phonetic alphabet.

❆ Crew should be proficient in tying all common nautical knots
❆ Coxswain & crew need to practice search patterns
❆ Coxswain & crew should practice first aid proceedures including CPR
❆ All coxswains & crew should take P 6 pump training each season as refresher

It’s my hope that this year we will be able to have more cross training with the
Gold side at Station Altantic City and Station Small Great Egg. We can
not expect the Coast Guard to utilize us in Search and Rescue if they do
not know or appreciate our abilities

From seaman to commanding officer

Written by Petty Officer 3rd Class Cynthia Oldham.
Success is defined differently for everybody, but for one
Coast Guardsman – who started his enlistment as a young,
untested seaman recruit and is now the commanding officer
of a small-boat station – success was constructed by a goal
he set for himself when he was only two years into his career.
More than 16 years ago, 22-year-old Seaman
Commander K. Moore stood shoulder-to-shoulder with his
shipmates on the lawn of Station Atlantic City, N.J., watching
his new commanding officer take an oath of leadership. Moore could not help but stare at the crisp,
bright white dress uniforms worn by the officers in the ceremony. Although he graduated from basic
training nearly two years earlier, it was his first time seeing a formal military change of command.
He joined the Coast Guard and after graduating from basic training began his career in Atlantic
City as a non-rate, the Coast Guard’s lowest enlisted job position. Reporting to a unit after basic
training as the newest crewmember can be difficult. Despite this challenge, his work ethic set the
foundation needed to build a successful Coast Guard career.
For an enlisted member of the Coast Guard, becoming a commissioned officer can be difficult.
The process requires a member to complete numerous forms, fulfill prerequisites and put together
a package of credentials that can take months to complete. Though difficult, it is not impossible. In
2003, as a 2nd class food service specialist, with just under eight years as an enlisted service
member behind him, Moore went to Officer Candidate School where he earned his commissioning.
Even after accomplishing his goal and serving a few tours as an officer, Moore could not have
predicted how meaningful the accomplishment was to become. It wasn’t long before Moore received orders to
be the commanding officer of Station Atlantic City. During the station’s change of command ceremony, with his
new crew watching from formation, Moore, standing in his crisp, white dress uniform, became emotional
as he read his orders out loud.
His career had come full circle. He said he would have never, ever expected to be back at the
station where his career began, especially as the commanding officer.
Although he is now in charge, Moore takes pride in always being the same person regardless
of his rank. Nobody knows this better than Chief Petty Officer Ryan McKenna, executive petty officer of Station Atlantic City, who met Moore in Atlantic City in January 1996.
“We worked together for about four months but got to know each other fairly well. From what I remember he was always a hard worker with a strong determination to succeed,” said McKenna.
“We had only known each other for a small period of time as young Coasties but those bonds last
through the years, and have really created the foundation for a strong command cadre at Station
Atlantic City.”
Aside from being a great role model for junior crewmembers, Moore has a lot of knowledge to
share. From being a station non-rate; a cook on the now-decommissioned cutter Hornbeam; an
admiral’s aide; the on-scene commander during the Coast Guard’s response to flight 1549 crash
landing in the Hudson River; and recently responding in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, Moore
proves having a strong work ethic pays off. “I was where they are now,” said Moore. “I stood duty,
cleaned bilges, painted hulls, sandblasted and I have stumbled. Now I am sitting before them as
their commanding officer. I want my people to know you can make a mistake and still climb your
way back up to the top. It is never impossible.” Moore’s new office is a reminder of this, as it is
carefully decorated with remnants of his incredible career. Some are out on display and others
filed neatly in binders, all serving as reminders of where he came from, which is coincidently, right
outside his office door.

MayDay MayDay MayDay!

Greg Arlotta’s voice turned grim as the boat beneath him slipped below the 37-degree waters of
the Delaware Bay in the early morning darkness of Dec. 23, 2010. “When this [cell] phone gets
wet, I’m dead,” Arlotta told a 911 operator in the Sussex County, Delaware.
Arlotta’s foreboding was prophetic. He drowned some time that morning before rescuers could
reach him. Unfortunately, Coast Guard boats and helicopters were delayed precious minutes because Arlotta and the mate aboard the doomed Sea Wolf called the wrong people with the wrong
technology. Instead of hailing the Coast Guard on a VHF-FM radio at the first sign of distress, they
waited until that was no longer an option and dialed 911 on their cellular phones.
“911 operators do a great job, but they don’t always know the questions to ask” for a maritime
search and rescue case, A Coast Guard watchstander can get the necessary information right
away . . . and if he has the information in his hands immediately, there can be a helicopter spinning
in 5 to 10 minutes. There is no time to lose. Every moment counts.
In this case, the nearest help was at least 31 minutes away by boat and 36 minutes away by air.
Pagels estimates only 67 minutes separated Arlotta from unconsciousness and then
death. As hypothermia started overwhelming Arlotta’s ability to stay alert, 13 precious
minutes passed as operators attempted to get the Coast Guard on the phone and pass
along the appropriate information.
“Is anyone injured?” asked the 911 operator. “No, not yet,” said Arlotta portentously.
Cellular devices seem capable of doing almost anything thanks to the advent of smartphones
and downloadable applications. This versatility and cell phones’ portability are leading many recreational boaters to have too much faith in them as the sole means of communication on the water,
especially in emergency situations. “Cell phones may have gaps in coverage, especially in coastal
waters,” leading to dropped calls and bad reception, explains Dennis Sens, the Fifth Coast Guard
District’s Boating Safety Program Specialist. Though some phones are equipped with GPS transmitters, that capability may be misleading when it comes to locating a vessel in distress,
Even though VHF-FM radios are not required by law to be carried on board a boat, Sens and
Pagels recommend all recreational boaters, even in the smallest vessels, not leave the dock without VHF-FM and use it at the first sign of distress. Calling 911 with a cell phone should not be
ruled out in case of an emergency, but both experts agree that using a VHF-FM for distress calls is
a surer way to get the help you need, faster. Moreover, Pagels says, other nearby commercial
and recreational vessels may be monitoring the airwaves and can lend a hand or communicate
directly with the vessel in distress. Can you hear me now?
VHF-FM radios come in handheld models, similar in appearance to walkie-talkies, and fixedmount units that can be installed in or above a boat’s dashboard. Regardless of choice, VHF-FM
technology makes these radios more suitable for a marine environment than a cell phone.
With cell phones, range depends on the manufacturer and where the tower is but guys who take
cell phones out in their boats don’t know that. There’s not a boundary line they draw in the water.
They just go fishing and then realize they don’t have any service anymore.”
In addition to VHF-FM’s greater range and reliability in offshore environments, VHF radio batteries
typically have longer lives. Built-in units will power on as long as a boat’s battery supply remains
functional, and the batteries for handheld VHF-FMs will last from 7 to 20 hours depending upon
the model and manufacturer. A search and rescue controller could send text and receive text messages to a cell phone with a dwindling battery, but as the case of the Sea Wolf illustrates, every
minute counts. Do you really have time to be using a keypad while sinking in water that is 37 degrees?
DSC-equipped radios cost less than one might imagine. Many,, are less than the cost of new
smart phones. Given the comparable price but the incomparable advantages of VHF-FM, it seems
that on the water, VHF is the smarter technology.

Boating Safety begins before you leave the Dock. Get a VESSEL SAFETY CHECK!
Mike Fitzpatrick FSO-VE

Flotilla 85 609 909-7464

Postage Increase
Effective January 27, 2013 the U. S.
Postal rates have increased. Letters not
exceeding weight of one ounce will now
require $.46 cents of postage. Forever
stamps need no additional postage; however, for Government postage requires 2
- $.23 stamps or the equivalent of $.46.
Postcards price is now $.32. Large
manila envelopes not exceeding two
ounces now require $1.12. Please use
your existing stock before ordering additional postage from Auxiliary National
Supply Center (ANSC).

2013 BOATING SAFETY CLASS
SCHEDULE

Flotilla 85 will once again conduct “About Boating Safely” classes on the following dates:
Saturday, April 13
Saturday, May 11
Saturday, June 8
Saturday July 13

Saturday August 10

Each class will run approximately 8 hours and a
lunch will be provided. Class size will be limited

so please register early to guarantee availability.
You may register by leaving a message at (609)

926-7607. A $60 prepaid registration is required.
All classes start at 8:30 A.M. and are be held at
the beautiful new Brigantine Beach Community
Center located at 265 42nd St. in Brigantine.

Coast Guard Seizes $29 Million Cocaine Shipment

The Coast Guard and Caribbean Border Interagency Group law enforcement authorities seized
over 2,600 pounds of cocaine, a go-fast vessel and detained two Dominican smugglers during an
at-sea interdiction Dec. 30 in the Caribbean Sea.
The drug shipment is estimated to have a wholesale value of more than $29 million.
The interdiction was a result of a multi-agency law enforcement effort in support of Operation
Caribbean Guard.
The crew of a patrolling U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) marine surveillance aircraft
detected two men aboard a suspicious 32-foot Cuddy-Cabin power boat Sunday afternoon, approximately 60 nautical miles south of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands.
Coast Guard watchstanders in Sector San Juan diverted the Coast Guard Cutter Matinicus to interdict the suspect vessel. The crew of the Matinicus interdicted the suspect vessel with the assistance of the CBP aircraft crew, who vectored the cutter to the vessel’s position.
The crew of the Matinicus boarded the interdicted vessel and discovered 40 bales of suspected
contraband in plain view in the vessel’s forward compartment. A field test confirmed that the packages contained cocaine. The crew of the Matinicus embarked the two Dominican detainees and 40
bales of suspected contraband, and took the seized vessel in tow.
The Matinicus transferred the detainees Monday night, along with the contraband shipment and
seized vessel, to awaiting CBP officers in Ponce, Puerto Rico, who in turn, transferred custody of
the seizure to Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) - Homeland Security Investigations
for further investigation.
"This is the third major cocaine shipment this Holiday season in the Sector San Juan area of responsibility in
which the Coast Guard and Caribbean regional law enforcement partners have collectively detained a total of
three vessels, six smugglers and kept over 4,847 pounds of cocaine from reaching criminal hands,” said
Coast Guard Capt. Drew Pearson, Sector San Juan commander. “Our efforts to stem the flow of drugs
into Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands as far off shore as possible is unwavering and will reduce
crime across the region.” Since May 21, 2012, the Coast Guard has seized, under Operation Unified Resolve, in partnership with regional law enforcement authorities in the
Caribbean, 21,711 pounds of cocaine and 1,576 pounds of marijuana during 19 law enforcement cases. The whole sale value for these seizures in worth over $198 million dollars.
Operation Caribbean Guard is a Department of Homeland Security multi-agency law enforcement
operation to support ongoing efforts in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands being executed
under the San Juan Regional Coordinating Mechanism (SJ ReCoM)/Caribbean Border Interagency Group
(CBIG). CBIG was formally created to unify efforts of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the U.S. Coast
Guard, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the United States Attorney‘s Office for the District of
Puerto Rico, and Puerto Rico Police Joint Forces of Rapid Action (FURA, for its Spanish acronym), in their
common goal of securing the borders of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands against illegal migrant and
drug smuggling.
The Coast Guard supports this initiative by forward deploying Coast Guard resources and capabilities from the
United States, such as C-130 and HC-144 maritime patrol aircraft and additional Coast
Guard cutters, to augment locally assigned federal resources and strengthen patrol efforts to
deter, detect and disrupt illicit maritime trafficking in and around Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands. The Coast Guard Cutter Matinicus is a 110-foot island class patrol boat homeported in San Juan,

How Global Warming Made Hurricane Sandy Worse

Scientists cannot yet answer the specific question of whether climate change made Hurricane
Sandy more likely to occur, since such studies, known as detection and attribution research, take
many months to complete. What is already clear, however, is that climate change very likely made
Sandy’s impacts worse than they otherwise would have been.
There are three different ways climate change might have influenced Sandy: through the effects of sea level rise; through abnormally warm sea surface temperatures; and possibly through
an unusual weather pattern that some scientists think bore the fingerprint of rapidly disappearing
Arctic sea ice.
Scientists said about 1°F out of the 5°F East Coast water temperature anomaly may have been
due to manmade global warming. Warmer seas provide more water vapor for storms to tap into;
that water vapor can later be wrung out as heavy rainfall, resulting in flooding.
The most damaging aspect of the storm was the massive storm surge that struck the coastline
from Massachusetts to Maryland. Global warming-related sea level rise gave the surge a higher
launching pad than it would have had a century ago, making it more damaging than it otherwise
would have been. This is only going to get worse as sea level rise continues as a result of warming
ocean waters and melting polar ice caps and glaciers. The storm surge at The Battery in Lower
Manhattan was the highest ever recorded at that location. It surpassed even the most pessimistic
forecasts, with the maximum water level reaching 13.88 feet above the average of the daily lowest
low tide of the month, known as Mean Lower Low Water, including a storm surge component of
9.23 feet. That broke the official record of 10.5 feet above Mean Lower Low Water set in
1960 during Hurricane Donna, as well as a record set during a hurricane in 1821. Or, to
put it in simpler terms, the water level reached 9.15 feet above the average high-tide
line. If a similar storm were to strike New York in 2050, it would cause even more damage, since sea levels are expected to be considerably higher by midcentury. In fact, a recent study found that sea level rise has taken place at an accelerated rate at locations
north of Norfolk, Va., and if this pace continues the Northeast could see much higher sea
levels than other parts of the East Coast by midcentury.
James Overland, a scientist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration who recently published a study on how Arctic sea ice loss is altering the weather in
the Far North, said it’s not clear whether Hurricane Sandy was just a freak event or a
sign of things to come. “What was highly unusual to me was the slowing down of the jet
stream that normally turns hurricanes out to sea, allowing Sandy to directly [make] landfall,” he said in an email conversation. Yet, he said it’s important to recognize that there
is still a huge role played by randomness, or chaos, in global weather patterns. “Having
looked at a lot of weather maps, I don’t think it’s entirely legitimate to make a big
possibility for an Arctic connection with Sandy rather than the chaos default,” he said.
And regardless of links between this particular storm and manmade climate
change, Hurricane Sandy revealed many pressing questions. Like how much climate
change is affecting storm impacts and extreme weather trends, and how vulnerable
our coastal populations and infrastructure are to the those changing risks. These are
questions that political leaders, scientists, and engineers will be grappling with for
many decades to come.

Spring snowmelt prompts water safety warning
Brigantine NJ

Outdoor recreationists on the nation’s waters should take serious precautions

against cold temperatures when in or near water this spring. Despite this year’s below-

normal snowfall, the spring snowmelt can still result in swift and cold river flows that can
create treacherous conditions for all recreationists – waders, swimmers, paddlers,

boaters, anglers, and even hikers at the water’s edge.
Know the Water
·
Sudden immersion in cold water can stimulate the “gasp reflex” causing an involuntary inhalation of air or water. It can even trigger cardiac arrest, temporary paralysis, hypothermia and drowning. When faced with swift water, even the strongest swimmers canbe easily overwhelmed.
·
Cold water entering the ear canal can cause vertigo and disorientation. This may confuse
swimmers, causing them to venture deeper into the water.
Know your limits
· Going overboard in open water is more difficult than in a swimming pool – people tire more
quickly and can get into trouble.
·
Cold water causes impairment leading to fatalities. It reduces body heat 25 to 30 times faster
than air does at the same temperature.
·
Many unseen obstacles can be lurking below the water’s surface. Swift water can make these
obstacles even more treacherous. Guided trips for inexperienced paddlers are recommended.
Wear a life jacket
·
Conditions change quickly in open water and even the best swimmers can misjudge the water
and their skills when boating or swimming. Wearing a life jacket can increase survival time.
·
A life jacket can provide some thermal protection against the onset of hypothermia and keep
you afloat until someone else can rescue you.
Parental Supervision
Actively supervise children in and around open bodies of water, giving them your undivided attention.
Appoint a designated “water watcher,” taking turns with other adults.
Teach children that swimming in open water is not the same as swimming in a pool: they need to
be aware of uneven surfaces, river currents, ocean undertow and changing weather.
Know the Law
·
Generally, every child under age 12 and under must wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket
when on a moving vessel. A Coast Guard-approved life jacket must be carried for each person on
board a boat. This includes rigid or inflatable paddle craft.
·
Every person on board a personal watercraft (popularly known as “jet skis”) and any person
being towed behind a vessel must wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket.
In most states, it is against the law to operate a boat or water ski with a blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of 0.08 percent or more. You can be arrested even when your BAC
is less than 0.08 percent if conditions are deemed to be unsafe.

Auxiliary Learning Management System
(AUXLMS)
The Coast Guard is committed to supporting
the Coast Guard Auxiliary by providing training
materials, courses, and tools to impart the skills
and knowledge needed to achieve mission excellence. As part of this commitment, the Coast
Guard has launched an enterprise-wide Auxiliary Learning Management System (AUXLMS)
to automate the delivery and, in turn, improve
the efficiency of training processes for Auxiliarists. This rollout of AUXLMS is a result of an
extensive and comprehensive analysis performed by the Coast Guard Office of Training,
Workforce Performance, and Development
(CG-132), FORCECOM Training (FC-TADL),
OSC Martinsburg, Auxiliary national training
and information technology programs, and the
Chief Director's office (CG-BSX-1).
Along with the Coast Guard Auxiliary Online
Classroom, AUXLMS provides the flexibility for
Auxiliarists to access additional training material anywhere and anytime on a personal computer. For example, with AUXLMS, you can
fulfill your Auxiliary Mandated Training requirements from the comfort of your home (e.g.,
Ethics, Sexual Harassment Prevention, et al.);
in addition, ICS-210 is now available online
through AUXLMS. Although the current inventory of Auxiliary training material on AUXLMS is
relatively small, it will grow as more training materials are developed for online availability.
Through AUXLMS, Auxiliarists also have the
opportunity to access active duty "Gold Side"
training courses and materials, such as content
on Coast Guard boat and cutter operations.
Please Note: Successful course completion is
automatically recorded in AUXDATA without
manual intervention of an Information Services
(IS) staff officer. Data uploads from AUXLMS to
AUXDATA will occur on a weekly basis each
Monday.

Maritime Security Initiative Indicators

The purpose of this program is to empower the
private and corporate waterfront communities
with the knowledge and ability to assist
law enforcement. Anyone can assist by
identifying observed criminal or terrorist
behaviors, and alerting law enforcement.
Some Indicators of Possible Terrorist or
Criminal Behavior:
Suspicious activity around any waterfront
facility and/or loitering without any
a p p a r ent reason to be there,
Obvious efforts to avoid contact with others or
to draw attention to themselves.
Evasive answers to common boating questions,
Inappropriate, suspicious, or non-typical equipment or lack of proper equipment.
Dangerous cargo observed in unusual locations.
Diving operations near bridges or pipes, at unusual times or without usual support people,
Placing of unusual objects into the waterways
near bridges or pipes,
Vessels that appear to be out of their normal
locations. Hunters or fishermen in non-typical
locations,
Any suspicious charter or rental. Someone
asking to alter the usual route or trip a charter
takes,
Non-typical requests; asking inappropriate
questions and/or directions to non-tourist
locations,
Inappropriate cash payments for large
amounts, daily extension of dockage.
Call 866-4-SAFE-NJ (866-472-3365)
to report tips or information about suspicious
activity or behavior you think may be related
to terrorism.
In an emergency, call 911 or your local police.
Questions
Contact your Regional NJSP Marine Station
West Trenton, New Jersey 08628-0068
Phone (609) 882-2000 exts. 6170, 6173, 6181
Your suspicions must be based solely upon
the behaviorand conduct of the person, and
not upon the race, ethnicity, or national origin.

NOAA announces free nautical 'BookletCharts' for boaters

One of NOAA's handiest navigation products, especially for recreational boaters, has been
Coast Survey's experimental BookletCharts™ -- nautical charts that are easy to download and
print from home computers. Coast Survey has now moved the BookletCharts from experimental
stage into official production. Nearly a thousand newly updated BookletCharts are available free
on the Web.
NOAA's new official BookletCharts cover the 95,000 miles of U.S. coastline and the Great Lakes.
The BookletCharts contain most of the information found on NOAA's full-scale nautical charts, but
it is presented as reduced-scale.
"It is especially appropriate that we unveil these easy-to-use nautical charts as recreational
boaters begin to think about their boating adventures for 2013," said Capt. Jon Swallow, chief of
NOAA Coast Survey's Navigation Services Branch. "NOAA's nautical charts help to protect lives
and property, and boaters should take advantage of these free nautical products."

"Many boaters don't use nautical charts, trusting local knowledge or their memories. But that can
be dangerous, as seafloors constantly shift, shorelines erode, and dangers to navigation are discovered," Swallow said. "BookletCharts will tell a boater about these developments, and will help
ensure a safe voyage, whether it is around the bay or down the coast."
Since the Booklet Charts are easy to access from the Web, easy to print, and easy to carry in a
pocket, NOAA officials hope that tens of millions of recreational boaters who may not normally use
charts will use these.
Several years ago, the Office of Coast Survey introduced experimental BookletCharts as PDFs in
an 8½-by-11 inch format, to test public demand and use. The product has been tremendously successfully, receiving kudos by recreational boaters and boating organizations. Coast Survey has
subsequently upgraded the chart displays and navigational information for the official product.
While BookletCharts are great for recreational use, they do not fulfill chart carriage requirements
for regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 46 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
NOAA's Office of Coast Survey, originally formed by President Thomas Jefferson in 1807, updates
the nation's nautical charts, surveys the coastal seafloor, responds to maritime emergencies and
searches for underwater obstructions and wreckage that pose a danger to navigation. Follow
Coast Survey on Twitter @nauticalcharts, and check out the NOAA Coast Survey blog at
http://noaacoastsurvey.wordpress.com for more in-depth coverage of surveying and charting.
NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths
of the ocean to the surface of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us on Facebook, Twitter and our other social media channels.

Cris Gleason FC and Alan Moose VFC at Atlantic City Boat Show

Need to log on the Auxiliary website?
We suggest that you start oﬀ by logging on the Flotilla 85 website via:

http://www.uscgaux-brigantine-nj.org
From that point you can logon to any Auxilliar y or U.S. Coast Guard website.
For information contact:

Marie Labrizzi FSO-CS Web Master

East Coast Faces Rising Seas from Slowing Gulf Stream

Experts on the sea level rise triggered by climate change have long known that it will proceed
faster in some places than others. The mid-Atlantic coast of the U.S. is one of them, and the reason — in theory, anyway — is that global warming should slow the flow of the Gulf Stream as it
moves north and then east toward northern Europe.
Now there’s a smoking gun that appears to validate the theory. A study in the February Journal
of Geophysical Research: Oceans ties the measured acceleration of sea level rise in this area to a
simultaneous slowdown in the flow of the Gulf Stream. There have been several papers showing
(sea level rise) acceleration,
Even without faster-than-average sea level rise, America’s East Coast would be at high risk. On
average, scientists have projected that the oceans should rise by about 3 feet by 2100, inundating
low-lying land, contaminating water supplies and undermining roads, airports, port facilities and
power plants. Add the storm surges that come with hurricanes nd other severe weather, and the
danger gets even worse. A worldwide average of 8 inches of sea level rise since 1900 has already
put millions of Americans at risk; 3 feet more will greatly multiply that risk; and the even higher levels that Americans could see will be a very bitter icing on top of that already unpleasant cake.
The slowing of the Gulf Steam is not the only reason the U.S. coast will see higher sea level
than the world average in coming decades, In some places, the land itself is slowly sinking as it
readjusts to the disappearance of continental ice sheets more than 10,000 years ago.
Another study, which appeared in Nature Climate Change in June 2012, showed the same
thing, and suggested that a Gulf Stream slowdown could be a contributing factor.A recent paper in
Geophysical Research Letters in September 2012, documented the phenomenon in Chesapeake
Bay, and once again, suggested the Gulf Stream’s possible role.
What makes this new study different is that it includes actual measurements of the Gulf Stream’s
flow, from instruments mounted on underwater cables that stretch across the Florida Strait. It also
uses satellite altimeter data to document changes in the height of the ocean from one side of the
Gulf Stream to the other. Ordinarily, the Gulf Stream brings warm surface water from the tropics
up along the U.S. coast, and then across to the eastern North Atlantic, where it cools and sinks to
the bottom of the sea. The cold bottom water then flows south to the tropics, where it gradually
warms, rises to the surface, and begins flowing north again. This constant flow, which meanders through all of
the world’s oceans is sometimes called the global ocean conveyor belt, and the section that operates in the
North Atlantic is called the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation.
In a warming world, two things happen to throw a monkey wrench into the conveyor belt. First,
melting ice, mostly from Greenland, dilutes the surface waters where the Gulf Stream reaches its
northernmost extent. Since fresh water is less dense than salty water, the water has a more difficult time sinking to begin its journey southward. Second, the surface water is warmer than it used
to be, and since warm water is less dense than cold water, this just adds to the problem.
Put the two together and you start to jam up the works, with the result that the whole conveyor belt
slows down. And the water along the Atlantic coast of the U.S. begins to rise at an accelerating
rate. While scientists expect sea level to rise by about 3 feet over the next 90 years or so, in
places like New York City and Norfolk, Va., it could be significantly more. New York, where sea
level is already a foot higher than it was in 1900, was just reminded of what happens when higher
seas are pushed ashore by a major event like Superstorm Sandy.
Add several more feet of sea level to that destructive equation, and the potential
destruction is difficult to imagine.

