Flotilla Commander Report

Alan Moose FC

Wow, what a great start to the year as your new Commander! The first thing I did was to cancel
the January meeting. At that point I thought “That wasn’t hard, this job will be easy!” Well, I suspect it will be a little more difficult than that, but I’m counting on a lot of great help and support to
make my job easier. Everything we do in the Auxiliary is a team effort. With your help, we’ll keep
the momentum going and make it a great year.
To start the year, Flotilla 85 had a great showing at the Atlantic City Boat Show. Flotillas from
all over New Jersey participated. Eight Divisions participated and out of the 69 Auxiliarists who
helped man the booth, nine were from our Flotilla. Thanks to Tom Nyman for once again being
our representative on the boat show committee and to all those who volunteered their time at the
show.
Another event of interest was the Paddle Craft Academy held in Cape May in January. Mike
Fitzpatrick attended this class. Wow, you really have to be tough to get out in your kayak in January. I don’t know about Cape May, but the bay in Brigantine was frozen over for much of January.
Actually, they stayed in the indoor pool at Tracen, but even that would have been a tough sell for
me.
Our first public education “About Boating Safely” class is coming up April 12. Our new FSOPE, Calvin Bartechko, is working hard to get everything ready and register the students. This is a
big job, and the PE classes truly are a team effort. They can’t be done without your help, so when
you see the email asking for a few hours of help at the classes, do your best to lend a hand.
A word about our main mission, teaching boating safety to the general public. We’re authorized to do a lot of other worthy missions, but boating safety has always been and I suspect always
will be our first priority.
Doing a vessel inspection (VE) or helping at a PE class my not be as
much fun or as exciting as the on the water activities. We don’t know how many lives education
saves, but if boaters know good seamanship they don’t put themselves or their passengers at risk.
Boaters who don’t get in trouble also don’t put rescue crews in danger trying to help them. So do
a few extra VE’s and get a friend, a neighbor, or family member to take our About Boating Safely
class this year. If you’re not already a Vessel Examiner, take a few hours to do the VE course and
become qualified this spring.
Finally, I would like to welcome all of “Application Pending” members, Kathleen Beagle, Rachel
Born, Karol Kulakowski and Boris Todorov. Some of them have been waiting for their security
clearances since late October or early November of last year. The clearance process seems to
have slowed to even more of a crawl than usual, but hopefully they will get their membership
cards soon. My advice to all new members is to jump into all of the activities that you can. It’s the
best way to learn about the Auxiliary and when you have questions, don’t be afraid to ask. There
is always someone there who is more than willing to help.
Remember: We’re all part of the TEAM. Let’s make it a great year!!

Flotilla 85 Staff Officers - 2014

CS - Communication Services Marie Librizzi oldmainart@aol.com
CM - Communications Stan Friedman
FN - Finance - George Ciechanowski

friedmanss@msn.com
gciec@comcast.net

HR - Human Resourses Marie Librizzi

oldmainart@aol.com

IS - Information Services Stan Friedman friedmanss@msn.com
MA - Materials Jean Stretch 609-266-0894
MT - Member Training Chris Gleason
MS

Marine Safety Jack Kelly

cmgleason@aol.com

allied1@voicenet.com

NS - Navigation Systems
OPS - Operations Daniel McFadden dan2brig@comcat.net
PA- Public Affairs Alan Moose

travler9@comcast.net

PE - Public EducationCalvin Bartechko
PV- Program Visitor Tom Nyman

cglo@comcast.net

tommyman@aol.com

SR - Secretary Jeannne DeCecco Jeanne.dicecco@atlanticare.org
VE - Vessel Examiner
PB - Publications

Mike Fitzpatrick
Gil Finkelstein

mikefitz239@comcast.net
gilfink@comcast.net

Commander Paul Arnett Director of Auxiliary 5 NR
Biography
Commander Paul Arnett is currently serving as the Director Auxiliary, Fifth Coast Guard District
Northern Region, based out of Philadelphia. Prior to reporting aboard, he had served most recently as the Deputy Sector Commander for Sector Boston and Alternate Captain of the Port
Boston, having fleeted up from being the Chief of the Prevention Department. His tenure in
Boston witnessed many highlights, including SAIL BOSTON 2009, the Bicentennial of the War of
1812, Sector Boston’s winning the Congressman James Sener Award for Excellence in Marine Investigations for the F/V PATRIOT case, the $125M replacement of the Chelsea Street Bridge project, and the Boston Marathon Bombing attacks.
Commander Arnett was born in Yorktown, Virginia while his father was on extended temporary assignment
from Coast Guard Marine Inspection Office Philadelphia. He earned his Bachelor of Arts from Salisbury State
College on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. He returned to Yorktown in 1987, joining the Coast Guard through Officer
Candidate School. His first orders where to Support Center New Orleans as the Command’s Administrative Officer
and Exchange Officer. In 1990 he reported to Marine Inspection Office New York as a marine inspector trainee.
During this tour he attained Senior Marine Inspector status, stood up the first Commercial Fishing Industry
Vessel Safety Program, and made multiple overseas deployments including those in support of Desert
Shield/Desert Storm (the first Iraq War).
In 1993 he left the Coast Guard and moved to Philadelphia. During this time he was still very
much connected with the maritime industry at the leading edge of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990
(OPA 90) implementation, serving as vessel representative providing training, spill management
and as qualified individual for pollution responses. In 1997 he earned his Master of Science
in Environmental Protection and Safety Management from St. Joseph’s University (Philadelphia).
In 1997 he returned to Yorktown, this time as a direct commission Lieutenant. His first assignment
was to Coast Guard Headquarters, Office of Vessel Inspections where he completed the first complete
revision to the Coast Guard’s Marine Safety Manual (Volume II) in decades, and implemented the
Streamlined Inspection Program. He then returned to Philadelphia as the Chief of Port State Control at
Marine Safety Office-Group Philadelphia. He was in this position on September 11, 2001. Many of
the measures put in place that day by MSO-Group Philadelphia Port State Control became the
foundation for the current advanced notice of arrival requirements for vessels calling on US ports.
Prior to joining Activities New York as the Assistant Chief of Inspections, he was selected to an industry training program with Det Norske Veritas Norwegian Classification Society, gaining insight
to class societies’ perspective on vessel operational and design safety. He was re-tasked with
converting Activities New York into a fully-compliant Sector New York. Prior to reassignment to
Boston, he performed a two year detached duty assignment at the Department of Homeland Security in the Office of Infrastructure Protection’s Incident Management Cell.
Commander Arnett’s personal awards include one Meritorious Service Medal, three Commendation Medals with “O” device, the 9-11 Medal, Achievement Medal, Commandant’s Letter
of Commendation with “O”, and other awards. He holds the Marine Safety Professional
insignia pin.

U.S. Coast Guard Orders Four Long Range Interceptor-II Cutter Boats
December 13, 2013
NCS Hamilton Christening
U.S. Coast Guard photo
The U.S. Coast Guard placed a delivery order on December 12, 2013, for four Long Range
Interceptor-II cutter boats. The delivery order is valued at $3.973 million. The order was
placed as part of a five-year production contract awarded in June 2012 to MetalCraft Marine
U.S. of Cape Vincent, N.Y., to produce the LRI-II. The Coast Guard has contract options to
procure up to 10 boats, which will be deployed aboard the Coast Guard’s National Security
Cutters (NSC). The contract has a potential total value of up to $10.2 million.
The first LRI-II was delivered to the Coast Guard February 20, 2013, and commenced testing
activities soon after. The LRI-II project was approved for full-rate production June 27, 2013,
after successful operational and interface testing with Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf.
The LRI-II is 35 feet long with a range of over 220 nautical miles and capable of achieving
speeds in excess of 38 knots. The stern-launched LRI-II’s high speed and extended range
significantly enhances its host cutter’s ability to execute missions while underway, particularly
in migrant interdiction and law enforcement operations where teams need to be put on scene
quickly. Its ability to extend the reach of its host cutter is also critical to search and rescue operations, enabling NSC cutter crews to patrol larger search areas. The LRI-II can carry up to
15 passengers, including crew, and safely operate in seas up to 13 feet.

Vice Flotilla Commander 85 - Eileen Harrigan

Former coastguardsman , Eileen Harrigan gets airborne with the crew of CG HH6517 for AOR
flight. Eileen is responsible for the scheduling of the helos and helo boat crew as well as crew on
the helo-op boat team out of USCG Station Atlantic City and a member of Coast Guard flotilla 85
in Brigantine, NJ.
Eileen is passionate in bringing new life to the Auxiliary. She wants to see the CG recognize the
Auxiliary as highly trained, active and viable members of their team. To accomplish this goal we need
active liaison with the gold side and on going co-training at CG Station Atlantic City. Station
Atlantic City is short handed and needs our help. Watch Standers are urgently needed to monitor
the radios and phones. They will train any auxiliarist for the job and make them part of the CG
Station team. Anyone interested in helping out at the Station which encompasses everything
from doing clerical work to using a paint brush, contact Eileen or the Station Executive Petty Officer, Joshua
Marzi. The Station phone number is 344-6594.
Eileen is also devoted to a program Coast Guard Moms in Need., a Facebook group of all
volunteers, raises money to pay for travel expenses for other moms to attend graduation from
boot camp.
Eileen, who is active in the USCG Moms Facebook group, her daughter's graduation ceremony
was a moving experience, and she thought that every proud mom should be able to see her child
make that rite of passage, regardless of money.
There are approximately 48 boot camp graduation ceremonies a year. It stands to reason that
there are moms out there who want to attend, but think they can't due to financial constrainsts.
"No mom should miss graduation because of funds.
After people enlist in the Coast Guard, endure a grueling eight weeks of boot camp, and come out on the
other side a full-fledged member of the service, they are treated to a graduation ceremony in Cape May, NJ,
marking their transformation from a citizen to a defender of the homeland.
The USCG Moms are very successful at raising money, but have a hard time finding moms who
need their help. Over the past year, since the group first formed, the Coast Guard Moms have
sent 11 mothers to graduation in Cape May. The USCG Moms raise money through their Facebook page, selling bracelets and key chains, "We want to help more moms," Eileen said.
Besides sending moms to graduation, the USCG Moms serve as an unofficial support group
where new Coast Guard mothers can ask questions and find people who have gone through the
process of their child joining the service. For more information: visit the US Coast Guard Mom In
Need Facebook page...https://www.facebook.com/ourmominneed

Edward Patterson
Tuesday, January 7, 2014 5:02 am
Ed Patterson 93 - of Pleasantville, NJ, died peacefully at home on January 4, 2014. Born
May 16, 1920 in Atlantic City, NJ, to Mary Elizabeth (Mamie) Diehl Patterson and Andrew Patterson, he was a graduate of Atlantic City High School and worked as a drafts-man until he enlisted in the US Army in 1942. As with many in the "Greatest Generation", his experience in
World War II shaped the course of his life. He served in the European theatre, a technical master sergeant in the 3261st Signal Service Company of the 21st Corp, 7th Army. He was in the
radio signal intelligence corp. during the Battle of the Bulge where he intercepted German Army
messages behind enemy lines. He returned from the war with a strong sense of self-reliance
and responsibility and ethics and a low tolerance for pretension, qualities that served him and
his staff well in his 40+ year career as supervisor of underground systems for the Atlantic City
Electric Company and later as consultant to Hivoltronics Electronics. He followed his passions,
traveling the world with Julie Patterson, his wife of 70 years, to areas as distant as Tahiti and
Egypt. They took tall ship charters to many of the Caribbean Islands, island hopping from Saba
to St. Martin to Barbuda to Grand Cayman. He taught himself to sail small boats and raced in
regattas at South Jersey yacht clubs. He loved fishing, once catching a 540 lb blue marlin on 50
lb gear while fishing a white marlin contest. He ran a low power ham radio station from his basement, garage and occasionally from the field as a civilian volunteer to the civil defense system.
He served in the Coast Guard Auxiliary for a number of years until his "retirement" in 2010. He
had many other interests, and never stopped learning. H e i s s u r v i v e d b y h i s w i f e , J u l i e
E l c o P a t t e r so n ; h i s si ste r, R uth Gr ieve of W ilm ington, DE; his daughter, J ul i e
K n i g h t o f P l ea sa n tvi l l e, N J; an d m any loving nieces and nephews.

Message from William Holmes Division Commander (DCDR)
I have had several Flotilla Commanders comment of the fact that many of our members in Division 053-08
(5NR) are not active in Auxiliary functions. This raises the question, Why?
This situation is one that I want to address and I need everyone's help in setting
a course for increasing membership involvement. I would appreciate if you
w o u l d r e s p o n d t o t h i s e m a i l a n d o ff e r y o u r o p i n i o n a s t o w h y m e m b e r s a r e n o t
active and what suggestions you may have to make improvements. I want to
hear from everyone but I am particularly interested in hearing from those that
are not active so that we can focus on those issues.
I will be forming a committee to analyze your responses and hopefully we can address the issues
of most concern.
As with most organizations there it is always a few that do all the work. However, I think the Auxiliary
is different. It has been my experience, as the FSO-HR, that people join because they want to
contribute to helping the Coast Guard and to be involved in promoting boating safety. But after
joining they seem to lose interest or perhaps they joined for other reasons.
Whatever your reason I would like to hear from you.
Thanks for your help and input.

Dangers From Sun Exposure

Gil Finkelstein PDCP

Skin cancers (skin neoplasms) are named after the type of skin cell from which they arise.
Basal cell cancer originates from the lowest layer of the epidermis, and is the most common but
least dangerous skin cancer. Squamous cell cancer originates from the middle layer, and is less
common but more likely to spread and, if untreated, become fatal.
Melanoma, which originates in the pigment-producing cells (melanocytes), is the
least common, but most aggressive, most likely to spread and, if untreated, become fatal.
Most cases are caused by over-exposure to UV rays from the sun or sunbeds.
Treatment is generally via surgical removal. There were 2,746 deaths from skin cancer,
2,203 from malignant melanoma and 546 from non-malignant melanoma. In the US in 2008,
59,695 people were diagnosed with melanoma, and 8,623 people died from it.
After spending many years exposed to the sun while engaging in boating activities both pleasure
and USCG Auxiliary patrols I am now paying the price of exposure to UV rays. For many years I
have been bothered by what is called Atinic Keratosis which are scaly or crusty growths (lesions)
caused by damage from the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) rays, actinic keratosis (AK) is also known as solar
keratoses. They typically appear on sun-exposed areas such as the face, bald scalp, lips, and the
back of the hands, and are often elevated, rough in texture, and resemble warts. Most become
red, but some will be tan, pink, red, and/or flesh-toned. Untreated AKs can advance to squamous
cell carcinoma (SCC), the second most common form of skin cancer, and some experts believe
they are actually the earliest stage of SCC. These lesions have been treated by my dermatologist
by using “cryosurgery”. This is the most commonly used treatment method when a limited number
of lesions exist. No cutting or anesthesia is required. Liquid nitrogen, applied with a spray device
or cotton-tipped applicator, freezes the growths. The lesions subsequently shrink or become
crusted and fall off. Temporary redness and swelling may occur after treatment, and in some patients,
white spots may remain permanently. These AK lesions are usually on my ears, hairline and cheeks.
Even though I always applied a “45” sunscreen prior to going out on the boat, I never reapplied
sunscreen after several hours. The visor on my ballcap did not protect me from reflective rays from
the water and white gelcoat of the boat which was the cause of all the skin damage on my forehead.
I now go twice a year to my dermatologist for a skin evaluation. On my last visit this past January
he found a basal cell cancer on my cheek, a squamous cell cancer on my forehead and a malignant
melanomia on my upper left arm. Fortunately due to early detection and surgical removal of all the
cancerous lesions all the surrounding tissue are clear and I am cancer free for now.
Moral of the story: Apply a good sunscreen (45 or above) before exposure. Reapply after several
hours and wear a wide brim hat if possible. Have fun & stay safe.

Float Plans
The USCG Float Plan is the world's only life-saving device on paper. No other float plan in the
world addresses both the preparer and the holder of the plan.

Why prepare a Float Plan?
Why should you take the time to prepare a float plan? The answer is simple... there are just too
many facts that need to be accurately remembered and ultimately conveyed in an emergency
situation. Without a float plan you are counting on someone else, a friend, neighbor, or family
member to remember detailed information that rescue personnel need in order to find you. Information that
can make a difference in the outcome.
Who should prepare a float plan?
Don't think for a minute that this is a device only for those with big expensive boats. The USCG
Float Plan is equally effective for the owner of a 10 foot kayak or flat-bottom skiff as it is for a
48-foot express cruiser, or a 90 foot sport-fishing vessel or luxury yacht. So, what kind of
boaters prepare float plans?
Kayakers
Sport fisherman
Hunters
Jet Skiers
Water skiers
Family day cruisers
Private charter boat services
Canoeists
Rowers
Rafters
Sail boaters
Power boaters
Typically, the Skipper of the vessel is the individual who prepares the Float Plan. However, any
member of the crew can be assigned the preparation and filing duty. If you are a crew member,
coordinate the preparation and filing of the Float Plan with your Skipper.

Keeping up-to-date
Float Plan Central periodically updates the USCG Float Plan to reflect the latest improvements
in both boating safety and search and rescue practices and technology. Consequently, every
time you download a copy of the USCG Float Plan, you are assured of getting the most up-todate lifesaving device available.

